


Campbell Whaler
Sterndrive to V-Drive

Okay, where to start? Obviously the first thing that has
0 go is the OMC sterndrive and the small block 351 c.i.
(Ford) V-8 engine. When the drive and motor are re-
moved, there's a rather large hole in transom that needs to
be filled. For that task, Tom and Josh sent the hull out to a
local fiberglass repair shop in the area. Unless you're very
i ith wood and glass, this is probably best left
professional shop to handle. After the sterndrive hole
is covered, the transom has to be sanded, prepped and
then shot with matching gelcoat. If the job is done right,
you'll never even know that a sterndrive once hung on
the back. Once that is complete, it's time to get the rest
of the interior stripped and start on making a plan for how
the driver’s helm will need to be configured with gauges,
new shifter, throttle, steering and electrical. It's also a
good idea to start mocking up where the V-drive will be
ust about everything else in the boat will
around that placement.
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Okay, it didn't take that long. Matt says he didn’t
miss a boating season because of the restoration and
rebuild. The result was a beautiful V-drive classic that
ran almost 60 mph, pulled skiers and wakeboard-

ers like a dream and had as much interior room for
family and friends as he could ever hoped for. The
lesson learned here is not to be discouraged if vou're
not happy with the kind of power and propulsion type
that's now in your boat. Swapping for something bet-
ter is always an alternative worth considering. As it
sits on a new Ellis trailer, the Campbell looks right at
home where it belongs. So the next time your buddy
calls in a panic and asks you if you'd like a swinging
deal on a boat he ‘has to sell’, don't hang up. You
might be as lucky at Matt and come out way ahead.
If you have questions about this restoration, a project
you've been thinking about but haven't started, or in
need of parts or service/repair, contact Tom or Josh

at JetBoatPerformance, (805) 466-4719 or email at
jethe mlirlﬁJl:f_!".‘il‘.lt‘glul‘h‘ll.l‘lm, www. jetboatperformance,
com.




